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Functions of media in politics	
          Introduction
Media is a means of mass communication which includes publishing, broadcasting and the internet. In our contemporary world, movies and games are also a means of mass communication. The four main functions of media are relation, surveillance, cultural transmission and entertainment. Mass media keeps people informed of events and news for instance in times when there is crisis it is used to convey the warnings and instructions to the people concerned. In the modern-day social media platforms are trusted because news given usually looks real. The information is however not always legit unlike the traditional news outlets that were trust worthy such as newspapers.
Social media gives a stage for people to reflect and have influence over the societal norms. It serves a platform to teach people on their cultural way, the acceptable norms and what is unacceptable in a community. However, media has brought along cultural transmission. What was perceived as a taboo has been embraced by a gradually growing number of people. When enough influential people embrace a concept, it is bound to be normalized (Aneta et al). Media serves as to educate and entertain. Before entertainment was between one another but in our contemporary world social media has provided sources of entertainment that can be sourced at any given time. Media affects our political government broadly as discussed below.
          Providing political information
The new media system has vast content available for their consumers. social media analytics have replaced media editors who regulate news flow and apply principles and news standards. The objectives of social media analytics are to add audience to their content regardless of the value of the information they give. Leaving it to the audience to distinguish what is real from fake and fabricated news. Political content is meant to inform the citizens but media companies like google hand twitter have their search engines directing users to products and advertisements.
 The American political environment has become divided encouraging rise of political agendas promoting rogue politics. The gap between democrats and republicans have been shown on the basis of their opinion of the role of government, race, immigration, social safety net, and environmental protection. Most Americans fall in the liberal camp while other hold a mix of ideological positions.
Social media brings to light these political divisions and this often brings about hostility and ad hominem attacks. For example, President Donald Trump ignited controversy over the NFL players who were against racism and protested racial oppression when the national anthem was playing before their game started. He used offensive terms to refer to them who were mostly African American and authorized firing of those in support of that movement. He accused them of disrespecting the flag and military this subsequently brought further division in the public along political and racial lines.
People select their information sources based on their attraction for the politics of other users which is a reflection on political divisions. Echo chambers began to form in the first phase of new media as platforms attracted likeminded followers. Sharing information has also gotten easy thus hastening the development of echo chambers. This allows even politically disinterested individuals run into political news and articles. There is a gap growing between liberals and conservatives, democrats and republicans. Political polarization is heightened because of the information fed on social media. This brings about divergence in political attitudes amongst the citizens. 
         Influencing political disclosure during elections 
Social media is a virtual unmeditated way for politicians to relate with their followers which was initially not the case. They skip the traditional gatekeeping role that the media took up in explaining and helping people understand their leaders. Politicians can therefore talk to the citizens without pushbacks from news media (Salgado).
Social media is also prominent in broadcasting ads. Creatives have come up with ads that catch a consumer’s attention. There is difference between ads ran on a television and on social media. They are of better quality and designed differently to convey the message better. During campaigns ads are very efficient in breaking norms of political communications giving ultimate results as intended.
The biggest example is Donald Trump on twitter. He uses the platform to create an agenda. He particularly tweets at the beginning of the day and has a great influence on the news on that day. He therefore uses this to direct and influence what people talk about in the news. His influence is greatly contributed by the number of followers he has and that no other politician has such a great number and his strategy works perfectly for him.
The media has great power within the American democracy. News reporters on most platforms are biased towards a specific candidate. This influences the opinion of the people receiving the news as it was seen during Trump-Clinton campaigns. Unregulated media which run ads on different platforms can also be used to channel information to specific groups of people. For example, taking up steps to undermine opposition teams. For instance, during presidential elections an ad can be delivered to a particular audience. The audience could be categorized on the basis of race. The ads can be spread without the knowledge of everyone for example on Facebook where a specific ad can be sent to followers of a particular group.
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